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From the Editor
Times have become challenging indeed. We need to stay positive. We need to
stay connected to others in spite of being in isolation. Most of all, we need to stay
close to God and to remember His promises. The extra ‘down time’ could be a
good opportunity to spend more time with the Bible, studying one particular
book in depth, devoting more time to prayer or pulling that book down from the
shelf that you bought some time ago thinking that it would be an
encouragement to your spiritual life, but that you never quite got around to
finishing (or starting).

Whether we will be together during Eastertide or not, there will come a time
when we can again gather as a community of believers. When that happens,
what a delight it will be to worship together in the joy of the Lord!

Claudia Moore

An Unusual Easter Story
from Frances Cambrai-Bell
Some years ago, Frances had travelled over to the UK on the first flight of the
day, so she had several hours before flying on to Spain. She decided to attend
the Good Friday service for all denominations in the North Terminal. She knew
the Anglican priest Jonathan quite well. On arrival he told her they were going
to process around the terminal with the Cross on his shoulders, with the others
behind him. They all had printed sheets with prayers and recitations to be said
at various stops along the way.
All went well until they reached the Easy Jet check-in for Ibiza. Jonathan
stopped and they all started to recite their prayers. At this point a large tattooed
lad in vest top, shorts and sandals turned round and announced in a loud voice,
’(Obscenity), I didn’t know Jesus was on our flight!’
Frances writes: ‘How everyone kept straight faces I just don’t know! That
brought the procession to an end!’

A Deep Foundation of Hope
With the advent of the coronavirus epidemic, and as we
approach Easter, it is more timely than ever to think about hope.
What is hope? What is Christian hope? And why is it so
important?
Most people, when asked, will say that hope means a desire or a
wishful expectation; but it is not a certainty. We might, for
example, hope that we will be promoted at work; or that we will
receive a new i-phone from the family for our birthday. When expressed this way,
hope connotes uncertainty.
But with Christian hope, the opposite is true. Christian hope connotes absolute
certainty. It is a confidence that something will come to pass because God has
promised that it will come to pass.
Life is full of uncertainty. Will I remain healthy? Will the world economy implode,
or grow? Will I get that promotion? That i-phone? Christians can be no more certain
on these matters than anyone else can be. However, we can be certain about God’s
promises: God loves us, gives us life through the sacrificial death of Jesus, will
welcome us into His ultimate kingdom, works all things for good, and will settle
things once and for all one day (the list could go on and on). As Christians, we walk
through life with hope because we have confident certainty that God will keep His
promises to us and to the entire world.
Christian hope is both eschatological and immediate. As we consider the final
events of history, we believe God’s promise to bring a right end to this story that we
call life and time. We may not know what tomorrow will bring, but we do know
that when all the tomorrows end, God will remain and we will remain with Him.
Looking at the immediate side of things, Christian hope puts today in a proper light
and allows us to wisely interpret our day-to-day reality.
Christian hope also stretches far beyond the future, just as it stretches back before
time. We can hope this far forward, because we can remember so far back. We know
what has happened, not just in our individual lives or within the lifetimes of our
families, but also within human history. From the very beginning, God has loved us
and has been faithful. Let us recollect and remember; let us hope.

Fr John Moore

Church Diary – April 2020
(All activities cancelled until lockdown finishes)
Wednesday 1
Friday 3
Saturday 4
Sunday 5

Frederick Denison Maurice, Priest, Teacher, 1872

7.00pm Mass Lady Chapel cancelled
7.00pm Mass Resurrection Chapel cancelled

PALM SUNDAY, with the Blessing of Palms and
Procession

Monday 6

MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK

Tuesday 7

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK

9.30am Said Mass (Family Min) Fr John
11.00am Sung Mass Fr John
Masses cancelled
10.00am Little Treasures Toddlers’ Group
cancelled
7.00pm Mass cancelled
11.00am Mass cancelled

Wednesday 8
Thursday 9

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
MAUNDY THURSDAY

7.00pm Mass cancelled
7.00pm Mass and Watch cancelled

Friday 10

GOOD FRIDAY

Saturday 11

HOLY SATURDAY

Sunday 12

EASTER SUNDAY, with the Blessing of the Easter Tomb
and Procession

10.00am Reading of the Passion Narrative
and Singing of the Reproaches cancelled
2.00pm Meditations at the Stations of the
Cross cancelled
8.00pm The Easter Vigil, celebrated with other
island churches cancelled
9.30am Said Mass (Family Min) Fr John
11.00am Sung Mass Fr John
Masses cancelled
10.00am Little Treasures Toddlers’ Group
cancelled
11.00am Mass Lady Chapel cancelled
12.00pm Friendship Lunch cancelled
7.00pm Mass Lady Chapel cancelled

Monday 13
Tuesday 14
Wednesday 15
Thursday 16
Friday 17
Saturday 18
Sunday 19

Tuesday 21

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Anselm, Abbot of Le Bec, Archbishop of Canterbury, Teacher,
1109

Wednesday 22
Thursday 23
Friday 24

George, Martyr, Patron of England, c. 304
Mellitus, Bishop of London, first Bishop of St Paul’s, 624

Saturday 25
Sunday 26

Mark the Evangelist
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Monday 27
Tuesday 28
Wednesday 29
Thursday 30

Christina Rossetti, Poet, 1894
Peter Chanel, Missionary in the South Pacific, Martyr, 1841
Catherine of Siena, Teacher, 1380
Pandita Mary Ramabai, Translator of the Scriptures, 1922

7.00pm Mass Resurrection Chapel cancelled
10.00am Drop-In Coffee Mornings begin
9.30am Said Mass (Family Min) Fr John
11.00am Sung Mass Fr John
Masses cancelled
10.00am Little Treasures Toddlers’ Group
11.00am Mass Lady Chapel
7.00pm Mass Lady Chapel
7.00pm Mass Resurrection Chapel
7.30pm Concert of NYX Trio from Latvia
cancelled
9.30am Family Service Fr John
11.00am Sung Mass Fr John
10.00am Little Treasures Toddlers’ Group
11.00am Mass Lady Chapel
7.00pm Mass Lady Chapel
7.30pm Concert by Jon Pickard cancelled

Looking Further Ahead

3rd May

Sunday

10.30am Combined Mass
11.30am Annual General Meeting
(in Church)

16th May

Saturday

7.30pm

Guernsey Bach Choir and
Orchestra Concert

23rd May

Saturday

7.00pm

Basingstoke Concert Band

30th May

Saturday

4.00pm

Taizé Service

12th June

Friday

tbc

Biberach Symphony Orchestra
Concert

13th June

Saturday

4.00pm

Concert of pupils of Nicole Wyatt

25th June

Thursday

7.30pm

Ladies’ College Leavers’ Service

27th June

Saturday

4.00pm

Concert of pupils of Katie Gough

2nd July

Thursday

11.00am

Beechwood Leavers Service

11th July

Saturday

10.00am - The Great Church Mouse Trail
5.00pm
tbc
Garden Tea Party

19th July

Sunday

12.30pm

Baptism of Bella Jayne Alderton

26th July

Sunday

12.30pm

Baptism of Ayla and Elsie
Enticott

We are a Resurrection People
Nearly 1,600 years ago, St Augustine of Hippo
wrote: ‘We are a resurrection people, and our song
is “Alleluia.”’
What does it mean to be a resurrection people?

St Augustine (1473)
by Antonello da Messina
Palazzo Abatellis, Palermo

On a fundamental level, it means to believe and
accept the astonishing news that our Lord,
through His death on the cross, reconciled us to
God and delivered us from the power and
bondage of sin and the Evil One. In raising Jesus
from the dead, God demonstrated that death (the
consequence of sin) was also conquered; and that
Christ could then ascend to heaven to prepare a
place for us to be with Him for ever. The
resurrection is also the promise of God that all
who trust in our Lord will be given God’s power
to lead them in the paths of righteousness, through
the valley of death and ultimately to eternal joy.

For some of us, however, this idea of living ‘before and within’ the power of
the resurrection may be an intimidating thought (or unchartered territory). If
we feel this way, it is helpful to know that we are not the first ones to
experience this fear. According to the most ancient manuscripts of the gospel
of St Mark, this book ends with the account of three women who were
terrified after learning about the resurrection of Jesus.
‘As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe…
he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth…
He has been raised… But go, tell his disciples …” So they went out and fled
from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them, and they said
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid’ (Mark 16. 5-8).
After this original conclusion, two supplementary endings were added to
Mark’s gospel, a ‘shorter’ ending and a ‘longer’ ending.
If the original ending had remained as the only one, some people would not
have minded. Even though it is not the most glorious ending nor the most

accurate one (because the story continued), some can identify with the terror and
amazement of Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Salome. They
believe that the women had a quite normal reaction.
As they learned that Christ was alive, the women were shocked. What were they
supposed to do? What would happen to them if they shared this news? Would
they be silenced by the authorities? Would they be killed, as our Lord was? This
great news demanded action, but given the prospects, they opted to remain silent.
The women were paralysed by the
power of the resurrection, but they
did not remain so. The shorter and
longer endings of Mark, as well as
the other gospels, attest to that.
Eventually they shared the good
news, and started to live accordingly.
Eastertide provides us with an
opportunity to reflect and start acting
according to the power of the
resurrection. If I am part of a
resurrection people, what areas of
Golden winged lion of St Mark
my life is God seeking to transform?
on the pediment of the main portal
And what changes is God calling me
St Mark’s Basilica, Venice
to make? As we consider these
questions, we are not left alone. Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, can bring
guidance and empowerment to us.
Some years ago I heard a very powerful message preached on Easter Sunday. The
priest assured the congregation that for every cross in our lives, there is a resurrection.
His point was, whatever situations we may be facing, we may have hope.

This Eastertide, may God help us to reflect on our crosses and the possibilities of
resurrection. Thinking about them may be scary, and taking action may seem
even scarier. But we can remind ourselves (in the words of the children’s hymn)
‘Because He lives, I can triumph tomorrow’.

Fr John Moore

St George - Patron of England
Feast Day: 23rd April
Who is it or what is it that an Englishman thinks he is representing when,
coronavirus presently allowing, he paints upon his cheeks a red cross, over his
shoulders drapes a white flag, and clutching a can or two of German beer,
saunters down a street of some unfortunate continental town bellowing
‘England, England‘? He knows the story of St George and the Dragon, but those
who spoil all childhood romances will surely tell him, as they did of Father
Christmas, that it is quite untrue. Indeed the Catholic Church, which knows all
about these things, has very prudently refrained from giving any sanction to the
legend, and places George among those holy men ‘whose actions are known oft
only to God’. Like St Cecilia, patroness of music, a married virgin put to death in
a bath, or St Uncumber, a supposed daughter of a King of Portugal, who to
protect her virginity prayed to be defended against her father’s insistence on
marriage and was rewarded with a long beard (thereafter her intercession was
powerful for ridding wives of obnoxious husbands), George is of the same
doubtful historicity. He only retained a place in the reformed General Church
Calendar of 1969 because of his national popularity. Unlike most modern states
the English have no written constitution, which means that they do most things
in a vague, haphazard, untidy sort of way, often without being able to give any
good or logical explanation or reason for doing it. Nothing is more characteristic
of this than their choice of a patron saint that nobody knows anything about. We
just picked him up somewhere in the Crusades. If he existed at all it is unlikely
that he had ever heard of England, which was hardly a ‘merry’ place,
continually devastated by civil wars and plagues of the Black Death turning the
countryside into a wilderness.
Edward Gibbon thought that he knew all about St George and took great delight
in saying so. Sitting at Rome among the ruins of the Capitol, while the
barefooted friars were singing vespers in the temple of Jupiter, the idea came to
him of writing on the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, much of which he
attributed to Christianity. An extensive satirical note on St George would fit in
very well. He was, Gibbon wrote, surnamed the Cappadocian and born in
Cilicia, where his parents had a fuller’s business (they cleaned the dirty sheered
wool with hard soap). From this obscure origin he raised himself by the talents
of a parasite; and the patrons whom he assiduously flattered procured for him a
lucrative contract to supply the army with bacon.
Gibbon had the wrong man.

There was an heretical 4th-century bishop named George appointed by the antiChristian Emperor Julian as Archbishop of Alexandria, called by another bishop
‘the Cappadocian Monster’ who had been without doubt a pork butcher and
amassed a fortune through corrupt dealings. This was in the place of Athanasius,
who had fled for the fourth time to preserve his life (it was Athanasius who
established in Christian thought the assumption of the unity of God known as the
Trinity, expressed in the Nicene Creed used at the Eucharist). This George had
nothing to do with the later legend of a knight in shining armour slaying a
dragon. His life was ended by being dragged from prison in chains by the
Alexandrian mob, his body being cut into pieces, tied to a camel, walked through
the city during the day and burnt in the evening; his ashes thrown into the sea,
the camel suffering the same fate.
A fairly large number of English parish churches are dedicated to the patron
saint, but few are before the 18th and 19th century. An early dedication is that of
the Chapel at Windsor constituted by Edward III to have charge of the Order of
the Garter, replacing the original dedication to Our Lady and St Edward the
Confessor.
The name ‘George’ was not unknown among the English. There was George
Herbert, the poet, and George Villers, Duke of Buckingham, who was said to
have been the ‘Georgie Porgie, pudding and pie, who kissed the girls and made
them cry’. There is little evidence for this. George and puddings are later and
belong to ‘Pudding Time‘, when George, Duke of Cambridge, who had taken a
mighty long time with his affecting farewells of his dear Hanover, finally turned
up in Greenwich at Christmas 1701 with his compact body of Germans to begin
117 continuous years of English history when George remained the king’s name.
As the song of the time, ‘The Vicar of Bray’, has it:
‘When George in Pudding Time came o’er
And Moderate Men looked big, Sir,
My principles I changed once more,
And I became a Whig , Sir.’
But as for George the Saint, I fancy that somewhere along the way he became
confused with the Archangel Michael, angelic patron of Israel, with much earlier
biblical antecedents who ejected a greater dragon from heaven and became a
symbol of the war against evil , trampling it under his horse’s hoofs.

Fr Leslie Craske

A Prayer in Time of Pestilence
As history has shown, the coronavirus is not the first pandemic to have affected
the health and safety of the world’s population.
The Plague (also called ’the Great Bubonic
Plague’ or ‘Black Death’) was the most
devastating pandemic recorded in human
history, resulting in the deaths of an
estimated 75 to 200 million people in Eurasia,
peaking in Europe from 1347 to 1351. The
Plague created a number of religious, social
and economic upheavals and had profound
effects on the course of European history.

The Peddler
Woodcut designed by
Hans Holbein the Younger
for ‘The Dance of Death’
series, 1523-1526

The Black Death probably originated in
Central Asia or East Asia, from where it
travelled
along
the
Silk
Road,
reaching Crimea by 1343. It was then most
likely carried by fleas living on the black
rats that travelled on Genoese merchant ships,
spreading throughout the Mediterranean
Basin, reaching the rest of Europe via the
Italian peninsula.

The Black Death is estimated to have killed
thirty to sixty per cent of Europe's population. In total, the Plague may have
reduced the world population from an estimated 475 million to 350–375 million
in the 14th century. It took 200 years for Europe's population to recover to its
previous level, and some regions (such as Florence) only recovered by the 19th
century.

Church and liturgical historians have discovered a prayer to Our Lady against
the pestilence, whose verses are taken from a homily on Our Lord’s Nativity
delivered in the 8th century by St Peter, Bishop of Damascus. According to
tradition, the text was written on a piece of paper given by St Bartholomew in
an apparition to the Poor Clares of Coimbra in Portugal, when that city was
ravaged by the plague in 1317. The sisters duly prayed it, and their convent was
spared. This monastery had been founded in 1314 by St Elizabeth, Queen of
Portugal (1271-1336), who took the veil there after the death of her husband,
King Denis, and died in the odour of sanctity. She was canonised by Pope
Urban VIII in 1625.

The prayer is in the form of a sequence. Two choirs alternate each verse and
come together to sing the last verse in unison, which is a trope: the music and
text are also used in other prayers to Our Lady.
The Star of Heaven,
who gave suck to the Lord,
hath vanquished the plague of death,
planted by the first parent of men.
May this Star now deign
to restrain the stars
whose battles slay the people
with the dreadful sore of death.
O most loving Star of the sea,
succour us from pestilence.
Hearken unto us, Our Lady,
for thy son, denieth thee naught,
and honoureth thee.
Save us, O Jesu,
for whom thy Virgin Mother
prayeth thee.
℣. Pray for us,
most loving Mother of God.
℟. Thou who crushedst the head
of the serpent, help us.
Let us pray. God of mercy, God of piety, God of pardon, who hath pity on the
affliction of thy people, and saidst to the Angel that slew thy people: Hold thy
hand; for the love of that glorious Star, whose precious paps thou didst sweetly
suck against the venom of our trespasses: vouchsafe the help of thy grace, that
by the intercession of the blessed Virgin Mary thy Mother and of blessed
Bartholomew, thy belovèd apostle, we may be safely freed from all pestilence
and unexpected death, and mercifully saved from every inroad of death and
ruin. Through thee, Jesus Christ, King of glory, who with the Father and the
Holy Ghost livest and reignest, God, world without end. ℟. Amen.
From Coimbra, the sequence spread throughout the West. In 1575, for example,
the canons of the Collegiate Church of Sainte-Croix in Poligny decided to sing it
every day before High Mass in times of pestilence. The Ursulines of Nîmes sang
it daily after Mass during the plague of 1640. It was generally sung with its
versicle and collect, followed by antiphons, versicles, and collects in honour of St
Roch and St Sebastian, the two main saintly patrons invoked against the plague.

Fr John Moore

The Rood Beam (Part 2)
The Rood Beam at St Stephen’s Church has nineteen carved symbols,
beginning with ‘St Stephen’s 1919’, although most are abstract carvings with a
mixture of recognisable symbols as shown in this photograph:

During the final phase of Romanesque architecture, during the 11 th and 12th
centuries, sculpture was a great success. Romanesque style was characterised
by its Roman and Germanic elements, mingled with Byzantine, Islamic and
Armenian influences, but it was at this time that traces of the Gothic style
began to emerge, featuring numerous depictions of animals, both real and
fantastic, adorning the nooks and crannies of architectural structures.
Animals such as lambs, fish, pigeons, eagles, bulls and lions all had great
symbolism within Christianity, and frequently decorated architectural
constructions, especially churches, along with other mythical animals like
griffins, gargoyles, chimeras, dragons and basilisks. These animals were
designed to be intentionally grotesque and ironic, typical of the bestiaries
(collections of information about beasts, real and imaginary) and
demonological treatises of the Middle Ages, and were often associated with a
moral lesson.

It is not surprising that St Stephen’s, a church
designed in the Neo-Gothic tradition, should
have elements in its Rood Beam that reflect the
Gothic style.
The Gargoyles
Today, the definition of a gargoyle is the sculpted
portion of a gutter or water spout. The basic
functions of gargoyles are three: to evacuate
rainwater from rooftops, to decorate drains, and
based on popular legends and beliefs, to act as a
symbol and reminder of the aberrations of hell.
The ‘gargoyles’ in the St Stephen’s Rood Beam do
Our Lady
not have all of these architectural functions, and
are only decorative representations. Therefore they should properly be called
‘chimeras’: a chimera is an architectural element which takes the form of a
fantastic, mythical or grotesque figure used for decorative purposes.
The Green Man
In many of Britain’s great cathedrals and churches, there are representations of
the Green Man, a strange green figure surrounded by foliage, often with leaves
spilling forth from his mouth. The name ‘Green Man’ was first used by Lady
Raglan in March 1939 in an article she wrote for the ‘Folklore’ journal; before
this, they had been known just as ‘foliate heads’.
The Green Man is an example of how images
and symbols from pagan religions (for example,
nature and tree worship) were brought into
Christian churches before the Reformation. The
common theme which was associated with these
figures would seem to be that of death and
rebirth (with green signifying life). Perhaps then,
the Green Man appears in our church as a
symbol of resurrection.

Our Lord

The Rooster
All four of the New Testament gospels state that,
either during or after the Last Supper, our Lord
predicted St Peter's denial, stating that he would
deny Christ three times before the cock's crow.

In the sixth century, it is reputed that Pope
Gregory I declared that the rooster was the most
suitable emblem of Christianity, being ‘the
emblem of St Peter’. Some say that it was as a
result of this that the rooster began to be used as a
weather vane on church steeples; and others
report that Pope Nicholas in the ninth century
decreed that the rooster be placed on every church
steeple.
Roosters were displayed in many Roman
catacombs as a call to repentance and a sinner’s
acceptance of divine pardon through Jesus Christ.
As a rooster announces the dawn of the day, it is
also used to represent Christ in the Resurrection
St John
and the light. A rooster sat atop Notre Dame
Cathedral before its devastating fire and has become a symbol for its regeneration.
The Dragon
In the Old Testament (Psalm 74) the sea-dragon Leviathan is slain by Yahweh,
the God of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, as part of the creation of the world.
In Isaiah 27, Yahweh's destruction of Leviathan is foretold as part of Yahweh's
impending overhaul of the universal order. Job (chapter 41) contains a detailed
description of Leviathan, who is described as being so powerful that only
Yahweh can overcome it; and Job states that Leviathan exhales fire and smoke,
making its identification as a mythical dragon clearly apparent. In other parts of
the Old Testament, Leviathan is presented as a symbol for the nations that stand
against God.
In the New Testament, dragons are often identified with Satan, due to the
references to Satan as a ‘dragon’ in the Book of Revelation (chapters 12 and 13).
Throughout the Scriptures, Old and New, the dragon represents evil and is
described as being for ever defeated and destroyed by God and his archangels.

Fr John Moore and Marg Kaines
Photos by Tony Kaines

Equally Beautiful Decoration
For the past weeks, and until the lockdown due to the coronavirus, Debbie
Robilliard and Tamara Beach have been working with the Guides at St Stephen’s
Community Centre to prepare decorations for our church windows on Easter
Sunday.
In total, the girls have made eight resurrection gardens and eight colourful
spring displays, to be placed on the ledge of each of our sixteen stained glass
windows at St Stephen’s:

At the Guide leaders’ request, we have included these photos so that all of the St
Stephen’s Community can appreciate these works of art (which is what they are)
and share the blessing of Easter.
A huge vote of thanks to our Guides!

(Other) Prayers and Cocktails for Coronavirus
As the coronavirus spreads across the globe and medical professionals
struggle to contain it, there is one thing that the rest of us can do besides
pray and use hand sanitiser: drink more.
Dr Todor Kantardzhiev, director of Bulgaria’s Centre for Infectious and
Parasitic Diseases, reportedly asserted that regular drinkers of hard
liquor are at less risk of contracting the coronavirus because ‘alcohol
kills the virus in a matter of seconds’. News of this claim spread quickly,
followed with almost equal speed by denials of its authenticity. It turns
out that the story was the result of a game of telephone. The good
doctor had been quoted as saying that the virus is highly susceptible to
disinfectants and dies very quickly from alcohol. From there some tipsy
hopefuls apparently applied his observation to the inside of their
gullets. Their scheme could have had a dash of merit were it not for the
fact that a solution of 60 percent alcohol is required to kill the virus,
whilst most hard liquor only contains 40–45 percent.
This short-lived urban myth brings to mind a long and venerable
association of alcohol with bodily health. Roman soldiers were given a
daily ration of wine not in order to grow
inebriated, but in order to kill dangerous
bacteria in the local water supply. A
similar strategy was used in the Middle
Ages and early modern period with beer.
‘Small beer’ was defined as beer that was
fit for women, children and manual
labourers, for it contained just enough
alcohol
to
eliminate
water-borne
pathogens but not enough to affect one’s
judgement or motor skills. St Arnold of
Metz (580–640 AD) is a patron of brewers
because he saved his flock from a plague
by admonishing them to drink beer
instead of water.

As for the stronger stuff, one of the reasons why mediaeval monasteries
were pioneers in the development of distillation is the conviction that
alcohol had medicinal value. The first written reference to whisky is in a
medical document by Irish monks in which whisky is prescribed as a
cure for ‘paralysis of the tongue’. Monks also developed herbal liqueurs
as tonics for different ailments. The most famous of these is chartreuse, a
magical elixir that has been made by the Carthusians from 130 handpicked herbs in the French Alps for the past five hundred years. The
formula is so tightly guarded that only two monks at a time know it.
In this spirit, why not ward off worries about coronavirus by sipping
green chartreuse? At 110 proof or 55 percent alcohol, it comes very close
to the 60 percent minimum necessary for becoming the virus’s mortal
enemy. (There is also a rare Élixir Végétal de la Grande-Chartreuse that, at
138 proof or 69 percent, could kill the virus, at least outside the body.)
But if this celestial nectar is too strong for your palate undiluted, try a
‘Last Word’:
Last Word (recipe)
22ml gin
22ml green chartreuse
22ml maraschino liqueur
22ml lime juice

Pour all ingredients into a shaker filled with ice and shake forty times.
Strain into a cocktail glass.
One final suggestion is to drink in honour
of the saints invoked against contagious
diseases. As it turns out, there is a St
Corona, and believe it or not she is
traditionally invoked against pandemics.
Or turn to St Roch, who during his life
helped victims of the Plague, sometimes
curing them with the sign of the cross.
There is a legend that upon St Roch’s death
God promised that he who ‘calleth meekly’
to the saint will not be hurt by any
pestilence; and one way to call meekly to
Saint Roch is to toast him with a stiff drink.
The ‘Desert Healer’ is an apt choice for
paying tribute to this refugee from the
desert who healed diseases:
Desert Healer (recipe)
44ml gin
22ml Cherry Heering liqueur
74ml orange juice
ginger beer
St Corona (1350)
by Master of Palazzio Venezia Madonna
Danish National Gallery,
Copenhagen

Pour all ingredients except ginger beer into
a shaker with ice and shake forty times.
Strain into a highball glass filled with ice
and top with ginger beer.

Cocktails may not make the coronavirus go away, but used in moderation
they can steel our courage and reduce a sense of panic. And that, too, is
important to our overall health!
Michael Foley

‘Anglo-Catholic’….matters

St Stephen’s Church has a long and rich Anglo-Catholic
tradition. Each month, the Parish Magazine features an
article about one aspect of this tradition, which
contributes so much to our corporate worship and the
life of our church community.

What is the Mass? (Part 1 of 3)
From the time of the apostles, the Mass has been the central act of
Christian worship, for the Mass is nothing less than the celebration of the
Eucharist that our Lord instituted at the Last Supper when he
commanded His apostles, ‘Do this in memory of me’ (Luke 22. 19).
It is difficult to summarise all that happens in the Mass in a brief sentence
or two, for the entire mystery of redemption is bound up with the
Eucharistic Liturgy. In this series of articles, we will consider the Mass as
Sacrifice; the Mass as the Real Presence of Jesus; and the Mass as Holy
Communion with Christ.

High Priest offering the sacrifice of a goat
at Yom Kippur
(Henry Northrop's Treasures of the Bible, 1894)

The Mass as Sacrifice
The
celebration
of
the
Eucharist is often called ‘the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass’.
But in what sense is the Mass
a sacrifice? Admittedly, this is
not easy to see. After all, we
do not come to Mass like the
ancient Jews went to their
Temple, bringing animals to
the sanctuary to be slayed, cut
up, burned and offered to
God by a priest. The sacrifice
taking place in the Mass is
clearly not one of cattle, sheep
or goats. It does, however,
involve a real sacrifice: the

sacrifice of our Lord, the Son of God, who in His death on the Cross
offered His life as a total gift to the Father and redeemed the world.
According to Catholic teaching, the Mass does not merely recall or
symbolise Jesus’s death on the Cross. It sacramentally makes present
Christ’s redeeming sacrifice at Calvary, so that its saving power may be
more fully applied to our lives. A careful examination of our Lord’s
words at the Last Supper can shed light on this aspect of the Mass as a
sacrifice.
On the night before He died,
Jesus instituted the Eucharist as
the memorial of His death and
resurrection and as a pledge of
His love. In the context of the
Passover (which itself was an
annual celebration of the
sacrifice of an unblemished lamb
by God’s people leading to their
protection and liberation, see
Exodus 12. 27), He took bread
Agnus Dei (1635-1640), by Francisco de Zubaran
and wine and spoke of them,
Prado Museum, Madrid
respectively, as His body being
given up and His blood being poured out for the forgiveness of sins. He
concluded the Last Supper by telling the apostles to celebrate this meal as
a liturgical memorial: ‘Do this in memory of me’.
One important point to note is that the language Jesus used when
speaking about His body and blood had strong sacrificial overtones. He
said that His body would be ‘offered up’ and His blood ‘poured out’.
This language would have recalled the Jewish sacrificial rites, in which
an animal’s body was offered up and its blood poured out in sacrifice
(see Leviticus 4. 7, 18, 25, 30, 34). Thus Christ at the Last Supper was
already anticipating His sacrifice on the Cross when He referred to His
body and His blood being offered like a Passover lamb being sacrificed.
A second point is the Jewish notion of memorial. In Scripture, a memorial
does not simply recall a past event. It mystically makes that event

present; the event is re-lived. Therefore when our Lord said, ‘Do this in
memory of me’, He was commanding the apostles to make present as a
biblical memorial the sacrificial offering of His body and blood at the
Last Supper. Indeed, the body and blood that Jesus spoke of at the Last
Supper are His body and blood that were sacrificed at Calvary, and this
is what is made present to us in the Mass.
In the Eucharist, the sacrifice which Christ was to accomplish once for all
on the Cross is re-presented; its memory is perpetuated until the end of
the world; and its saving power is applied to the forgiveness of sins that
we daily commit.
Fr John Moore

The Lamb of God (1432), by Hubert and Jan Van Eyck
St Bavo Cathedral, Ghent

Bible Crossword Puzzle:
The Apostle Paul
Test your knowledge about the Apostle Paul. The New International
Version of the Bible was used when writing the clues which appear on the
page opposite.

Across
2. City Paul visited that had an idol to the ‘unknown god’
5. Where Paul was headed when struck down by the bright light
7. The congregation in this city was made sorrowful by one of Paul’s
letters
9. Paul’s first name before he converted to Christianity
12. Sorcerer struck by blindness at Paul’s command
13. Paul stopped the Philippian ________from killing himself
15. Paul’s hometown
17. Paul, before conversion, attended the stoning of this man
19. Paul was here when he was warned not to go to Jerusalem
20. Man who placed his hands on Paul’s eyes
22. Paul found 12 disciples in Ephesus who had not heard of the _______
24. He presented Paul to the disciples the first time
25. Event that loosened Paul’s and Silas’s prison chains
Down
1. Paul left him in Crete to straighten out what was unfinished
2. What man did Paul say was the pattern of one to come?
3. Centurion who took Paul as a prisoner to Rome
4. Roman ruler who refused to hear the complaint of Jewish leaders
against Paul
6. What fell from Paul’s eyes when his vision was restored
8. Paul called this group his ‘glory and joy’
10. Paul was accompanied by Priscilla and this person from Corinth to
Syria
11. Believer who was circumcised by Paul
14. This Roman ruler sent for Paul so that he could hear about Paul’s faith
in Christ
16. The voice Paul heard in his vision came from______
18. After Paul’s sight was restored, he was ______
21. Paul’s conversion is told in this chapter of Acts
23. Number of days Paul was blind after seeing the vision
© 2011 www.word-game-world.com All Rights Reserved.

The Guild of Intercession

John Carré 19/4/1892; Charles Ernest George Cummings 9/4/1928; James Hayes
20/4/1935; Emily Paul 7/4/1938; Charles Wheat (Priest) 3/4/1939; Edith Holmes
18/4/1941; Elsie Louise Guille 19/4/1945; William Le Lacheur 19/4/1947; William Francis
Adams 3/4/1949; Annie Hamon Gallienne 6/4/1949; Eva Patricia Mary Oates 22/4/1949;
Thomas Frederick Sarchet Watson 26/4/1949; Angelina Warry 11/4/1950; Clara Ann
Simon 14/4/1950; Farrar Wolferston Thomas 10/4/1951; William Marshall Fraser
28/4/1951; Mark Edwards 19/4/1952; Henry Charles Help 1/4/1953; Dorothy Gliddon
24/4/1953; Marjorie Joan Le Huray 3/4/1954; Emily Grace Cross 6/4/1954; Cyril GoldingBird (Bishop) 9/4/1955; John Arthur Attwood 4/4/1956; Cecil Ernest Hamel 6/4/1956;
Edmundson Nelson Greenhow (Priest) 8/4/1956; William Grimwood Taylor 20/4/1957;
Elsie Amelia Grut 22/4/1957; Edna Freda Machon 25/4/1957; Arthur Nathaniel Foster
15/4/1958; Rose Macfarlane 19/4/1958; William Arthur Warry 29/4/1958; Julia Hitchens
30/4/1959; Thomas Edward Le Page 19/4/1960; Elsie May Lowe 5/4/1961; Mabel Blanche
Hall 12/4/1961; James Price Lewis 17/4/1961; Walter John Ellis 19/4/1961; Clifford
George Helman 20/4/1961; Albert Edward Hawkins 25/4/1961; Thomas A B King
3/4/1962; Walter Richard Hart 20/4/1962; Frederick Joseph Guille 25/4/1962; Harold
William Sarchet 23/4/1963; Edmund Thomas Allett 14/4/1964; John Edward Bazille
Corbin (Priest) 30/4/1964; Ellen Mary Inder 3/4/1965; Robert Hamilton 14/4/1968; Greta
Annie Marquis 9/4/1969; William Charles Smith 20/4/1970; Herbert Forester King
27/4/1970; Alfred Edward Avery 2/4/1971; Hilda Evelyn Lainé 4/4/1972; Elsie Grace Rich
4/4/1972; Grace Adams 17/4/1972; Margaret Elizabeth Corbin 17/4/1974; Edith Amy Le
Page 30/4/1974; Michael Ingham 2/4/1977; Gladys Irene Martel 21/4/1977; Joseph Edward
Matthews 21/4/1978; Mary Duncan (Mollie) Randall 15/4/1979; Marjorie Rich 15/4/1983;
Gwendoline Moore 23/4/1983; Madge Gahan 14/4/1985; Leslie Moon (Priest) 26/4/1985;
Phyllis May Jehan 14/4/1987; Demas Charles Matthews 24/4/1990; Elsie Maria Till
11/4/1994; Daphne Aimée Cohu Ogier 24/4/1996; Phyllis Kate Burgess, 26/4/1996; Muriel
Winifred Priaulx Brockford 7/4/1997; William Billington 1/4/2001; Florence Mary Bateson
1/4/2001; Eric Lockett 5/4/2003; Christopher William Hunt 28/4/2004; Jeanne Margarettes
Blondel 5/4/2006; George Arthur Winslade 17/4/2006; Oliver Charles Colt 9/4/2007;
Mabel Doris Beatrice Derry 14/4/2007; Elsie Corbet 12/4/2008; Howard Thomas Durey
7/4/2009; Amelia Evie (Millie) Leale 17/4/2009; James William Martin 22/4/2009;
Dorothy Victoria Evangeline May Smith 11/4/2010; Joy Edith Spoelstra 13/04/2011; Joan
Ethel Le Moigne 11/3/2013; David Norman Allison 26/4/2013; Betty Ann Minnie Plumley
4/4/2015; Mary Edith Dowdney 27/4/2015; Gladys May Inder 26/4/2016; Sally Ann
Browning 25/4/2017; Rodney Leslie Bateman 7/4/2018.
Year unknown: Sidney Walter Hunt, 1/4; Robin Michael Selwood, 1/4; Stanley Edward
Brooks, 10/4.

May They Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory

Parish Registers
(March 2019)
Baptisms
Jacob Piercy—8th March 2020

Weddings
None

Funerals
Christopher Backlund—13th March 2020 (died 7th March 2020)
Peter Mansell—19th March 2020 (died 8th March 2020)

April Bible Readings
Sunday
5th April

Thursday
9th April
Sunday

12th April
Sunday
19th April
Sunday
26th April

Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday

Easter Sunday

Matthew Ch 21 v1-11
(Palm Gospel)
Isaiah Ch50 v4-9a
Philippians Ch2 v5-11
Matthew Ch27 v11-54
(Passion Reading)
Exodus Ch12 v1-14
1 Corinthians Ch11 v23-26
John Ch13 v1-17, 31b-35
Acts Ch10 v34-43
Colossians Ch3 v1-4
John Ch20 v1-18

Second Sunday
of Easter

Acts Ch2 v14a, 22-32
1 Peter Ch1 v3-9
John Ch20 v19-31

Third Sunday
of Easter

Acts Ch2 v14a, 36-41
1 Peter Ch1 v17-23
Luke Ch24 v13-35

Hymns and Liturgical Music
April
SUNDAY
11.00am
SUNG
MASS

HYMN

PROPER

OFFERTORY

5th April

12th April

19th April

26th April

Palm
Sunday

Easter
Sunday

The
Second
Sunday
of Easter

The
Third
Sunday
of Easter

511/509

Carol 17

109

124

681

683

684

685

86

105

103

104

120/
S. 23
101

omit*

omit*

*2nd tune

COMMUNION

S. 8

POSTCOMMUNION

92

110

117

121

511
MP 457

110
S. 2

117
S. 23

375
MP 414

9.30am
SAID MASS

118

Maundy Thursday 9th April, 7.00pm
Hymn 308, Proper 682, Offertory 269, Communion S. 3, Post-Communion 268
Good Friday 10th April, 9.30am
Liturgy as set with Reproaches
Holy Saturday 11th April, 8.00pm
Liturgy as set
Hymns 124 + 114 Setting: Missa de Angelis

Guilds, Clubs & Activities
at St Stephen’s
Louise Kaines
Tel: 07781 432884
Joanne Luce
Tel: 07781 402867

Wednesday
4.00pm – 5.00pm
Wednesday
5.00pm - 6.30pm

Community Centre
5—7 years old
Community Centre
7 – 10 years old

GUIDES

Debbie Robilliard
Tel: 714850 + 07911 132440
beans975@gmail.com

Friday
6.00pm – 7.30pm

Community Centre
10 – 14 years old

1st VICTORIA
SEA SCOUT
GROUP

Pierre Woodland
Tel: 722210

Beavers
Monday
5.30pm - 6.45pm

Community Centre
6 – 8 years old

Group Scout
Leader

Paula Woodland
Tel: 722210

Cubs
Monday
7.00pm – 8.30pm

Community Centre
8 – 10 years old

Rosalyne
Le Huray
Tel: 257939

Julie Hutchins
Tel: 07781 430700

Sea Scouts
Wednesday
7.00pm – 9.00pm

Community Centre
10 – 14 years old

SUNDAY CLUB

Andrea Bateman
andrea.bateman@
yahoo.co.uk

Sunday 9.30am

Church Vestry

YOUTH ALIVE!

Fr John Moore
Tel: 720268

As arranged

Various venues

ST STEPHEN’S
GUILD

Marg Kaines
Tel: 254858

As arranged

Church
‘housekeeping’

RAINBOWS
BROWNIES

SERVERS
Guild of the
Servants of the
Sanctuary
SOCIAL
EVENTS
COMMITTEE

ST STEPHEN’S
PLAYERS

Tony Kaines
Tel: 254858

Monthly

Info:
www.GSSonline.org
.uk

Tony Goss
Tel: 266214

As arranged

St Stephen’s Vestry

Steph Dragun
Tel: 255654
steph.dragun@cwgsy.net

As arranged

Community Centre

Copy deadline for the May Parish Magazine will be
Monday, 20th April 2020
Contributions are gratefully accepted
and can be sent to
claudiahallmoore@gmail.com

ST STEPHEN’S CHURCH
Vicar
The Reverend Fr John Moore BA, MBA, MA, DHECT
St Stephen’s Vicarage ▪ Les Gravées ▪ St Peter Port ▪ Guernsey ▪ GY1 1RN
Tel: 01481 720268
E-mail: frjohnbishopmoore@gmail.com
Website: http://st-stephens-guernsey.org

Honorary Assistant Priests
The Very Reverend Canon Fr Marc Trickey
The Reverend Fr Leslie Craske
Vicar’s Warden
People’s Warden
Secretary (APCC)
Treasurer
Stewardship Officer
Safeguarding Officer
Electoral Roll Officer
Director of Music
Community Centre
Flower Contacts
Helping Hands
Magazine Editor

Vacant
Tony Kaines
Mary-Carol Gales
Tony Kaines
Denise Thoumine
Steph Dragun
Jill Stephenson
Felicity Millard
Tony & Diana Renouf
Iris Dhanji
Ann Goss
David & Annie Peatfield
Claudia Moore

SUNDAY MASSES
9.30am
11.00am

Said Mass with Family Ministry
Sung Mass with Sermon

WEEKDAY MASSES
Tuesday
11.00am
Wednesday 7.00pm
Friday
7.00pm

The Book of Common Prayer
Common Worship
Common Worship

Tel: 254858
Tel: 712434
Tel: 254858
Tel: 723003
Tel: 255654
Tel: 264996
Tel: 725660
Tel: 711701
Tel: 256528
Tel: 266214
Tel: 730688
Tel: 720268

