Welcome to 'rh?c Parish Church
o)

St Stephen C‘ :
Sunday 23" August 2026
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
(Proper 16)

/ Services Today \

9:30am Said Mass
11:00 Sung Mass
Hymns Servant Song (On Sheet):

Responsorial Psalm 138: 473: 305: 272

Chorus
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name.
\ Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life. /

707

Introit Bow down, O Lord, thine ear to me, and hear me: O my God, save
thy servant that trusteth in thee; have mercy upon me, O Lord, for | have
called daily upon thee. Psalm Comfort the soul of thy servant: for unto thee,
O Lord, do | lift up my soul. Glory be to the Father...

Gradual It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord: and to sing praises
unto thy Name, O most Highest. 0. To tell of thy loving-kindness early in the
morning: and of thy truth in the night season. Alleluia Alleluia. Alleluia. 0.
Thou art Peter, and upon this rock: | will build my Church. Alleluia.

Offertory | waited patiently for the Lord, and he inclined unto me: he heard
my calling, and hath put a new song in my mouth, even a thanksgiving unto
our God.

Communion The earth, O Lord, is filled with the fruit of thy works: that thou
mayest bring food out of the earth, and wine that maketh glad the heart of
man. And oil to make him a cheerful countenance: and bread to strengthen
man’s heart.

Stay in touch with St Stephen'’s: visit our website at
http://st-stephens-guernsey.org: Vicar: Father Joe Thompson Tel.01481 720268




Collect

Almighty and everlasting God,

you are always more ready to hear than we to pray
and to give more than either we desire or deserve:
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy,
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid
and giving us those good things

which we are not worthy to ask

but through the merits and mediation

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Old Testament Reading - Isaiah Ch51 v1-6

‘Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness
and who seek the Lord:
look to the rock from which you were cut
and to the quarry from which you were hewn;
2 look to Abraham, your father,
and to Sarah, who gave you birth.
When | called him he was only one man,
and | blessed him and made him many.
3 The Lord will surely comfort Zion
and will look with compassion on all her ruins;
he will make her deserts like Eden,
her wastelands like the garden of the Lord.
Joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the sound of singing.
4 ‘Listen to me, my people;
hear me, my nation:
instruction will go out from me;
my justice will become a light to the nations.
5 My righteousness draws near speedily,
my salvation is on the way,
and my arm will bring justice to the nations.
The islands will look to me
and wait in hope for my arm.
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
look at the earth beneath;
the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment
and its inhabitants die like flies.
But my salvation will last for ever,
my righteousness will never falil.

Responsorial Psalm 136: ‘For his mercy endures for ever’



New Testament Reading - Romans Ch12 v1-8

Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God - this is your true and proper
worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will
is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.

3 For by the grace given me | say to every one of you: do not think of yourself
more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of
us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the
same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to
each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your
faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage,
then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

Gospel - Matthew Ch16 v13-20

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’14 They replied, ‘Some say John the
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’

15 ‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say | am?’

16 Simon Peter answered, ‘“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’

17 Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And | tell you that you
are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
overcome it. 19| will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.’ 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was
the Messiah.

Post Communion

God of all mercy,

in this eucharist you have set aside our sins
and given us your healing:

grant that we who are made whole in Christ
may bring that healing to this broken world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Please remember in your prayers

Fr John & Carol Luff, Jill Stephenson, David and Barbara Streek, Wendy Clamp,
Mandy Le Tissier, Margaret Boden Heaume, Lindsay Gallagher,
Barbara Renouf, and Helen Sheppard




NOTICES
/ Monday to Friday 8.00am - Morning Prayer \
Tuesday 25th 11.00am - Said Mass

Saturday 29th August 10.00am
Coffee and Chat in Church
Toddler Group

Sunday 30th August
The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity

9:30am Said Mass

11.00am Sung Mass
\ Bake Sale /

ST STEPHEN'S CHURCH

- |
Evening!
A reminder that next week

is Food Bank Sunday. ALL AGES WELCOME - COME JOIN THE FUN!

Please could you bring any
items for the food bank next
Sunday. Thank you!

-i... Guernsey
- Welfare
Service

Wednesday, 2nd September at 5.30pm
St Stephen's Church Garden

RSVP by 25th August:

joe.thompsonedeanery.gg
or call 01481720268

Please join us for refreshments
In the Vestry after the 11am Mass

After Mass please put the kneelers back on the shelf. Thank you!

Deadline for notices for next bulletin — 6.00pm Thursday
To Fliss or email fmil397026@aol.com

How do geologists like to relax? 88.1n09 Jo ‘sieyd buixooJ uj




