Welcome to the Parish Church
of St Stephen
Sunday 19th December 2021

Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:30am
Hymns:
11.00am
Hymns:

Said Mass with Hymns and Sermon
186: 6
Sung Mass with Sermon
6: 11: 2: 186

AT THE LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, merciful and gentle;
to you be praise and glory for ever!
Your light has shone in our darkened world
through the child-bearing of blessed Mary;
grant that we who have seen your glory
may daily be renewed in your image
and prepared like her for the coming of your Son,
who is the Lord and Saviour of all.
Blessed be God for ever.
Lord Jesus, Light of the world,
blessed is Gabriel, who brought good news;
blessed is Mary, your mother and ours:
Bless your Church preparing for Christmas;
and bless us your children who long for your coming. Amen.
660 Advent 4 (The Fourth Sunday of Advent)
Introit Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down
righteousness: let the earth open, and bring forth a Saviour.
Psalm The heavens declare the glory of God: and the firmament showeth
his handiwork. Glory be…
Gradual The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him: yea, all such as
call upon him faithfully. Ꝟ. My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and
let all flesh give thanks unto his holy Name.
Alleluia Alleluia. Alleluia. Ꝟ. Come, O Lord, and tarry not: forgive the
misdeeds of thy people. Alleluia.
Offertory Hail, Mary, full of grace; the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.
Communion Behold, a Virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son: and his
Name shall be called Emmanuel.

A reminder that during Advent we do not sing the Gloria,
so please remain kneeling after the Kyries for the Collect.

Collect
God our redeemer,
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Old Testament Reading - Micah Ch5 v2 - 5a
2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labour has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
4
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the L
in the majesty of the name of the L
his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5
and he shall be the one of peace.

,

New Testament Reading - Hebrews Ch10 v5 - 10
5

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
6
in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7
Then I said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, O God”
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’
8
When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are
offered according to the law), 9then he added, ‘See, I have come to do
your will.’ He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it
is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Gospel - Luke Ch1 v39 - 55
39

Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
41
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry,
‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
43
And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to
me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my
womb leapt for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would
be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’
40

46

And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
48
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’
Post Communion

Heavenly Father,
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of the promised saviour:
fill us your servants with your grace,
that in all things we may embrace your holy will
and with her rejoice in your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Please remember in your prays
Val Moullin, Melvyn Boxall, Jeanette, Timothy, Jonathan Charmley,
Alisha De Guerin, Willa Owen, Barry Robert and Ian Martel

Services for this week
Friday 24th December
11.00pm Carols for Christmas
11.30pm Midnight Mass
Saturday 25th December
10.30am Christmas Day - Sung Mass
Sunday 26th December
The Feast of St Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr
10.30am St Stephen’s Day - Sung Mass
Followed by reception at the back of Church

St Stephen’s Christmas
Message Board
Again this year in place of
exchanging Christmas cards
amongst ourselves at church, we
thought we would ‘go green’ and
help our charities.
What to do?

Take an envelope in which you
will find a Message Label
on which to write your Greetings.
Then peel off the strip to stick
your label on to the Message
Board.
Put your donation in the envelope
and return it to Ann or Marg.

After the Advent church service, eight year old Lee said to the preacher: 'When I grow up, I'm going to give
you some money.' 'Well, thank you, 'the preacher replied, 'but why?'
'Because my father says that you're one of the poorest preachers we've ever had.

Please join us for refreshments
After Mass please put the kneelers back on the shelf. Thank you!
Deadline for notices for next bulletin – 6.00pm Thursday
To Fliss or email fmil397026@aol.com

